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Assessment 3

When we talk about marginalization we’re talking about how we push a person or a group to the side or how they are treated as insignificant. And we marginalize based on sex, race, religion, ideas and even stereotypes. Just some of the most prevalent marginalizing going on right now is toward women, blacks, Mexicans, and those of middle-eastern origins.

Through out history we can see the marginalization of women. Women were expected to be the homemaker, to raise the children and maintain the house. When she got married all of her possessions then became her husbands. But even now when women can be the breadwinner, serve in the military, and can be single mothers, we can still see the marginalization today. In the article “Natural Family” Stand Stirs Kanab” by Mark Havnes, we can see how one town here in Utah is marginalizing women. They want women to assume the roll of “wives, homemaker, and mother’s.” They say nothing of women’s rolls outside the home constraining women to this restrictive roll without considering that many families cannot get by on just one income.
I think that the marginalizing of blacks is from a stereotype that all blacks are “gangsters”. Some might say that it’s because they were slaves and they were but very few, if any, can say that they were a slave. And back then being black was considered below a white person and we can see this best in Deseree’s Baby when two people have a baby and it turns out that that baby is half black. The father automatically accuses the mother of being black and wants nothing to do with her but the father is the one who actually was half black. But as I said, I think that the stereotype comes from people thinking that most black people are “gangsters” because being a gangster is glorified by rappers and in music videos and video games. Kids see this and they want to be just like that so then we have kids who want to be in gangs and that’s what everyone else sees is the black you in gangs.
Marginalization to towards Mexicans today comes from the new immigration law that is working to keep illegal Mexicans from being in this country. But the law is affecting all Mexicans not just the illegal ones. The law says that it’s ok for law enforcement to check and see if Mexicans are illegal or not. Which to some extent is ok but it leaves it open for law enforcement to abuse this and to intimidate Mexicans. There was a movie that came out quite a few years ago called “A Day Without A Mexican” and was about how the people of Los Angeles were not giving Mexicans and kind of respect, take advantage of them, paying them less for more work but then one day all the Mexican disappear and then people start to realize the impact that Mexicans had on their city. And once they realized that they were sorry and that they needed the Mexicans, they all came back. One of my favorite comedians, Carlos Mencia, once said “That we want a wall to keep out the Mexicans but if we get rid of all the Mexicans who’s going to build the wall?” My point is that it’s fine if people don’t want illegal immigrants but let’s make sure that we’re not infringing on all Mexicans, especially those that were born in the United States.
Now we get to one of the biggest marginalization, I think, and that’s towards those that are from, look like they are from or even associated with the middle-east, mainly Iraq and Afghanistan. Since 9/11 there has been this stigma, this racial profiling towards anyone who we may think looks anything like the terrorists that hijacked those planes. The video that we watched last Friday about the guy who was walking through the mall wearing the hijab and then gets arrested for wearing it around his face and making noises. I know that the last part was a little extreme and probably anyone who did that would most likely get arrested but it would be hard to see that and not associate it with terrorist or terrorism. When I went to Iraq the military tells you all there bad things about the people and try to make it so that you will always be on guard but once there I had the opportunity to talk to the people and they were just as upset as we were that some of their people would do something like that. I realized that they were people too but even then when I came home and would see people dressed in their traditional clothing it would be hard to not be on guard. I would watch them closely out of the corner of my eyes until they were out of my view. So this is one that I really struggle with even though I have come to know some of the people from that culture but it has become something that is so ingrained into our minds.
These are just some of the ways that we marginalize different people based on their differences whether it be their sex, religion, skin color, or how they fit into a stereotype. There are a lot more that we could touch on but hopefully one day we won’t care so much about our differences and no one person or group of people will have to be marginalized. But a quote I once heard was “Humans are selfish, therefore, they are human” and so maybe people will always feel that they are better than others or not want to try to understand a different people, so one will always be marginalized.
